EVERYMAN                                       33

And thereto I had them all elect;                                       20

But now I see, like traitors deject,,

They thank me not for the pleasure that I to them meant,

Nor yet for their being that I them have lent.

I proffered the people great multitude of mercy.,

And few there be that asketh it heartily;

They be so cumbered with worldly riches.

That needs on them I must do justice,

On every man living without fear.

Where art thou, Death, thou mighty messenger?

Enter DEATH

DEATH. Almighty God, I am here at your will,                       30

Your commandment to fulfil.
GOD. Go thou to Everyman,

And show him, in my name,

A pilgrimage he must on him take.

Which he in no wise may escape;

And that he bring with him a sure reckoning

Without delay or any tarrying.

[GOD withdraws.
DEATH. Lord, I will in the world go run over all.

And cruelly outsearch both great and small;

Every man will I beset that liveth beastly                           40

Out of God's laws, and dreadeth not folly:

He that loveth riches I will strike with my dart.

His sight to blind, and from heaven to depart,

Except that alms be his good friend,

In hell for to dwell, world without end.

Enter EVERYMAN at a distance

Lo, yonder I see Everyman walking;

Full little he thinketh on my coming;

His mind is on fleshly lusts and his treasure,

And great pain it shall cause him to endure

Before the Lord, Heaven's King.                                       50